
Andy Carlstrom, a student in the ICC Wildland 
Firefighting program, was honored as "Rookie of 
the Year" by the Colorado fire crew he worked 
with during the summer of 2008.

After completing his freshman year in Wildland 
Firefighting at Itasca last spring, he headed for 
Bailey, Colorado. 

The Platte Canyon Fire District hired Andy for a 
summer internship on their 20-person hand crew. 

Members of the crew, along with two wildland 
engines, are responsible for fire protection and 
prescribed fire in the wildlands about 40 miles 
southwest of Denver. They are also part of a 
national team that can be deployed anywhere in 
the U.S.

"Andy knew he wanted a career in wildland 
firefighting when he came to ICC," commented 
Marty Christensen, Wildland Firefighting instructor 
at Itasca. "As a student, he worked very hard, so it 
was great to see him land a job with one of the top 
firefighting crews in Colorado." 

During the summer, the Platte Canyon Fire Crew, 
which also included ICC students Aaron Zustiak 
and Ryan Struger, made two trips to California, 
one to Nevada, and another to Hurricane Ike in 
Texas. 

ICC Wildland Firefighting Student Named 
“Rookie of the Year” by Colorado Fire Crew

They fought eight fires in California and were 
part of a large firing operation that is credited 
with saving most of the structures in Big Sur, 
California.

As their exciting season drew to a close in 
October, the crew voted Andy Carlstrom as the 
“Rookie of the Year.” 

Christensen noted that Andy started the season 
as a “swamper,” a person who assists a chainsaw 
operator, and was promoted to the sawyer 
position by midseason. 

“If ICC could send us 20 more firefighters just like 
Andy, we'd have the best crew in the country,” 
said Crew Supt. Damion Laurion.

Andy is currently enrolled at ICC this semester 
and plans to return to the crew next May. He is a 
graduate of McGregor (Minn.) High School.

Christensen said students in the ICC program 
worked during the spring and summer of 2008 in 
Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, New Mexico 
and Minnesota for agencies that included the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, U.S. 
Forest Service, National Park Service, the Nature 
Conservancy, and the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

“The comraderie
. . .working 

and traveling 
with 20 other 
firefighters 

all summer. . . 
was great.“

--Andy Carlstrom
ICC Wildland Firefighting student


